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Act of PARLIAMENT ** 


To recover and preſerve the NAVIGATION of the 
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Will deſtroy the NAVIGATION, and occaſion 
the 


of all the Low Lanvs = 
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FROM 
OBSERVATIONS made on. the Sror; 
AND 


From INSTANCES of the ruinous Eee 
like Worxxs have had at the PORTS of 
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The PREFACE. 


White Sends intended to be Inned. 
ed croſs the old River the new One will never le 
ee. 
deſe Papers it bappen d to the Port? nn, 
. Why then band the of a Work le 
the Act of Parliament and againſt all the Rules of Navigati- 
whes it has bees tried at ſo many Ports, and bas deſiroyd or 


boſe 5 
to make the Navigation 


that the Tonnage for a term 
As I 


ver 
all the 


here ag ai 
Zn 


Confident 
FDI FE Fu 
15 tp Side 
| — the Schewe for recovering the Harbowr of Lynn, &6, — 


November 15, 735. 


Trends BADESILADR. 


toward the end of þ ing 

Chanel at Park-Gate ; which 

Map wirneſs, and hence a Sori 
aal, will Ebb out agai 

WWoaite-Sands, and 

can it 


And when by a Ca 


whey 2 


ater, 
lower thas the 


grow up one I 
an be 


can b ro 


or 
N. B. Lynn River Outfall war cbaa bd up fn Two Tears after like 
III ing a Dam croſs the old Ri- 
cer and forcing its Waters into the bigh fituates new Canal will inevita- 


4 the Navigation of Cheſter, dice that of Liverpool; and 
— — the Seeg e Rent, the Meadow Land and 
fat above and belvw Cheſter Bridge : A of Country perhaps 


larger than all the White Sands intended to 
AND chat theſe unnatural Works, will produce theſe unnatural Effects 
may be conceived from confidering.—— That as the Barr, Hyke Lake and 
the preſent Ghanel.is kept Navigable by the rapid Flow and great Weight of 
the Spring Tides from Sea in their Indraft toward Cheſter and into the River 

arſbes, and by the for- 


above the g. and into the Creeks in the dal M 
cible Ebb of Water back again in the Compaſs of the Chanel ; moſt of ic 
returning with great Velocity a Height, tbe bigh Water toward 
Cheſter In in as ordinary Spring Tide fixty Foot higher than the bottom 
of the River towards it's Mouth or in Hyle Lake; and it by the Tides 
bbing away nearly Low-Water in Hyle-Lake, by the time it is High. Water 
_ at Cheſter, the ſaid Tide Waters in their fall to Sea drives out the 
Sands and keeps Hu. Lale and the Barr Navigable: And the Waters 


up iato the Creeks of the Salr- Marſhes, and that ſoaking thro? the — 


From hence tis plain that the 


$a, all 1 Mae, 
and Reflew of Waters as now | 
that the Chuzel, His. Late, and the Barr, will b 


Sir Cornelius Vermayden, writing of Bofon Deeps, 
« and Ebb of the Sea maintain it. It is nor, fays 


; 
E x 


7”, 


Mtv 
s F 


Navigation of Cheſter, 


F 
: 
5 
7 
F 
4 
E 


bad in other Ports may * 
and 

the Ricer Dee be forc'd into the high ſituated Neu Canal, the pation 
to Cheſter will be deſtroy d; and . Eber be 


drown'd by the Freſbes, and be made Fears, from a 
Port of Lynn iz Norfolk. 

SECONDLY. That if Saltzez-Marſb be fo Imbank'd as to 
Tide out of the Creeks, and the Nite Sandi be Inned from the 
„„ will be deftroy'd from a parrall] Inſtance in | 

ei InPex. | | 
THIRDLY. That after Saltney-Marſb is Imbank'd, and the bite - Candle 
are gained from the Sea, not only the Navigation will be loſt, but alſo the 
Low-Lands above Cheſter adjacent to the River Dee — The Roodee, Kali- 
ney- Marſh, and the Low-Lands adjoining to it, will all be ſurrounded by 
the Freſbes, and their own downfall Waters, and become Fears ; from In- 
— of parrallel Caſes at Niſbech in the Ie of Ely, and Spalding in Lin- 

re. 9 9 
FIRST 


Iaſtance in 


＋ & 


& 
Y 


g 
: 
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FIRST. Dar in Norfolk is 
Navigation of any in Ea 
and it has many Naviga 


* 


BUT a ftrait and was Cutt, about 
cod a Dam and Slice 


water-Mark, which was before Fourteen 


2.2 


1 


Spring. Iide, whi 


Relief hut without Not 
by all Parties to draw up a State of the Caſe; and it 
agreed ſhallow Canal ſhould be deſerted and the 
ce croſs the Old River takes and the Waters be tue into their old 
Bur it was found that the old of the River was up. 

could not find way's and means to raiſe Money enough to the W 


and Cambridge could not an 4 Parliament to oblige the 
Abventwers who ted done the Miſchief to be ac the Charge, and fo nothing 


4 River 


T- 2 Sea-Sand ſoon 1 the Harbaur quite up; fo that tho the C 


Lands a Tax from Four 


[8] 


and Reflow of the Tides, in confer 


whereof 
ration of Rye, upon Petikioning the Parliament more than once, ar it 
— an AR in the Year 2721, to remove all 00 ObſtruQtions, yet They 
found the Harbour was , 4 m_ gram to be Recover d, by any Mo- 
by the Aft. An es 
ade . of Water at Lou - 
lay ef Reafoo fa, after the Canſeuay or Dam is 
aters are turn'd into the 
that it is a worſe Dum againſt the 
oy Se cam be . high to let 
„ Spring Tide. put m ater up into it, And too to let the Fr 
wee Tut of te ver, _— the Slaces at Rye, opend when the Hes 
Eby away, and let the Freſs-witers out; and yet, tho by this means they 
bad che force of « Scar, could ner hang that Chanel deep which was deep 
before the Naices were ſet n croſs © the Harbour was ſoon 
Silted up and loſt. Therefore when the Selt-marſbes and White-Sands be- 
mit row upand be vio AT: of neceſſity Lake and the Barr 
m x ad the NAViGAT1ON be deſtioy d for want of a ſuffici- 
2 And Reflow of the Tide mater to keep chem open, in like manner as 
Flew and Refi Rye. 

And that all the Lowlands adjacent to the River will be Drowned, and 
even thoſe Wtite-Saxds which the Uzdertakers ſhall firſt Gain from the Sea 
2 n from the Caſe of the Lu- Land- about Wiſbech 
Places and at Ins the Undertaker: for draining the 
1 be hel Didder: got a Tivle to the Lands 


= 


Tides ind HR than any 


Key Vere to. bare a 


Eh, not to better the Nauigatias of Wiſbech : 
that River the Waters of the Nertb-Level, a 


time, the Strait cut is grown in it, is above 
cer and to 
Drain that Country a Cat or Drais was made lower down to See, call d 
Shire-drain- Below the North-Level, were Salt»=Marſdes taken Inn long ago; 
E Ir i. been taken Inn Go 
now, = LOT 2 2's Dy; The 

their Downfall Waters not ha * 


ha 
oxainſt it: "The ; Te ode — e 
Salt. Marſtes had 

GOT, „if this Kuli. 1 
Gen from the — choaked op for wine fo lhe 


quantity 


| [9] 


quantity of Back Water, that none of the Adjacent Lm. Landi could Drais by 
that River, and the Navigatios of Wiskech would receive new prejudice. 
N. B. The ſaid Marſp is not Imbank'd. FP ogy ee ER, 
Tu E il Conſequences of taking Inn Salt-Marſbes, will more fully appear 
DEU ww rr oy 

_ Caſe the Fourth- Doeping Fenns, is a Country ſituate above Spalding in 
Lincolnſbire, antiently good Meadow and Paſture ; but in proceſs of Time 

rhe Salt-Marſbes lying between that Country and the Sea, were Imbank'd 
for Seven Miles in Length, by which means the Sea was ſhut out of all 
the Creeks in the Salt-Marſbes, and the River was coalin'd in a narrow | 
Courſe between Banks. , Now; and for.many Years ſince, the Low JFater- ut A 
Mark in that River is much higher than the Surface of 9 ug, ROO 


© Or, ns Run; 
and a larger Coventry is Drowned, cauſed by thoſe Salt „ 
Imbank'd, than the gal Marler germ. 


| contain; and this 
Miles from the Sea. This ſhews that the. firſt Land which the Under- 
takers at Chefter ſhall gain, and which is Twenty Miles from Sen will be 
made a Fern by the next Salr-Marſh that ſhall be taken Inn, arid that Land a 
* Fenn by the next Salt-Marſhes that ſhall be taken Ian; ſo that at long run none 
will be good far any thing, but the laſt taken Inn. ——— Expenſite attempts 
have made to retrieve Deeping-Fenns but in vain. After one Capt. Lo- 
cel faibd, an Earl of Exeter undertook it; and finding rhe River was filted 
up too high to receive Deeping- Fenn Waters, he made Taxzclls under the 
made a Drain chro the Inland Country to the Daa and fo 


River a 
About car 1730, Capt. Perry to 2 „the 

Method be roa i Slices fer down croſs the River above Spald- 

ugg > hate why Lereons tp os 0 larers to a 

 confiderable hei eee 
TG - 4 = + and to — when the Tide was 

when the Saur was let off it only pool'd a depth the Hane, and threw 
up a Narr of un linie beyond; and rho? the Cape. d — as, 
other Devices to move the uud, yer it ſublided again ar a ſmalldiſtance and 
eould not be driven out to S by the force of his S, rho? the River is nar- 
row, and but ſeven Miles long from the Mues to the . So that aſter anEx- 
pence of about fix Thouſand Pounds the Work was given o ttt. 

Tais proves that no arrificial Scour can grind and carry Sazd ſuch a length 
of way, and that no leſs Force than the Tides 8 
and conſequently great weight of Water, and rapidly ing and Re 
ing thro large Receptacles can keep a River to Sea-ward deep and open: 
And hence it is demonſtrable that the New-Canal of Cheftcr can never be 
Scour d than it is dur iaſtead thereof mult be rad Higher 
and higher by the Silt left by the Sprizg-Tides, and the Sediments left by the 
Land Floods; and by thoſe means its Bottom will grow higher than Salrney- 
Marſb to the ruin of Navigation, and to the total Drowning the Low-Coun- 
try. For fo it has prov d in the Imbank d Canals at Lynn, Nibech and Spal- 
ding, they have all of them grown up in this manner; and the Fore· lands be- 
tween the Yanks are r than the Surface of 
the Land on the other fide of the aa Ro. 

' . AsWirks of the ſame kind as thoſe executing at Chefter have had like de- 
ſtruAive Effects in all the Ports where they have been done; as the 
the Freſb and ca Il aters out of Broad Rivers into Narrow Strait Imbantd 2 

| Canals have been deſtrudtive of the gation of thoſe Ports; and the In 
niag of Salt- Marſbes have been the occaſion of the Hat Country adjacent to I 

| thoſe Ricers being drown'd by the High-Conntty-Waters and their own 
downfall, for want of a Vent for theowies Hun their Rioers being ſil- 

ted up too high to receive them; _ as th a Cauſe muſt neceſſarily 1 

| ace 


[ 10 ] 
Giice the ſarhe Effect here, that ir has done in other P/2ces, it is Demonſtras 
ble that the Mort now Executing at Cheſter will utterly deſtroy the Nuvien- 
tion over the Barr, thro Hyle-Lake,. and upon the River Dee; and will alſo 
by ſilting up the Outyfall hold up the River Mater io high that the Down-/all- 
Vaters of the Low- Lands cannot run into it, and in conſequence thereof 
all the Meadow Land above Cheſter bordering on the River Dee, and cxten- 
ding from Eaton toward Holt and Bangor, will be Drowned aud mad? 
Fenns —— will make 4 Fenn of the Roodee by the ſoak of the River thro 
the Banks, and by it's own Downfall —— will ſtop the Mills at the Cauſe- 
way from Working — Mill alſo cauſe Saltney- Mar ſh and all the Low-Lands 
oe that fide the Conntry to be overflow'd by the Freihcs, and their own 
Downfall-IFaters, viz. Broderton-Bridge, Dudleſtone, Rreton-Hall, Lachees, 
Rake-Moor, Breton-Mannor, Mancott, Aiſhron-Townheld, Shorron-Town- 
field, Wepra, Cc. And alſo the Firſs Land Imbanktd br. the Underta- 
hers will ſoon become a Fern, as is now the Land firſt taken Inn at Wil 


r | 

So that beſides the Navigation of Chefter's being loſt, and that of Lier pool 
prejudic'd, by Horſe Chanel being Silted up, and the Road of Hyle- Lale in 
which the Kings Ships have been wont to ride deftroy'd, to the prejudice of 
the Gopernment; 2 Pruitful Country larger perhaps than all the Bite Sand, 
intended to be Imbank'd will be drowned and render'd unproſitable. 
Asthe Miſchie done to Lyn, Rye, Wiſbech, Spalding, and ſome other Port: 
fhewe rihec * the Caſe at n in 
proſecution be perſect Dam or Cauſeway Old River 
ſtands : And as the Act of Parliament expreſsly provides © That the Under- 
« takers ſhall not make any Cauſeway below Bridge ſo as either to raiſe or 
abſtrutã the Current of the River. For theſe R the Cauſeway ought 
not to be made at all; but the New-Canal ought tobe dug 7 1 ah re- 
ceĩve the Freſb Waters without their being forc'd into it, if they will execute 
fo pernicious a Scheme. And as the Tonnage only would have been a ſuffici- 
ent Reward for the of Executing a Natural Scheme to recover and 


preſerve the Navigation of the River Dee, ſurely the Tonnage and the Pro- 
firs of the Sab- Marſhes nd white Sands when Inned will Ing to their 
Calculation of the Profits be ample Reward for the Charge © „ 


ing this Artificial Scheme, and digging the Canal to 
AQ of Parliament. 


« HAT the Town of L 
« Town, and the Inhabitancs there have no other livelyhood but 
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APPENDIX. | 
To the Honourable William Lenthall, Eſq; 8 I 
bf the Parliament ; ro the Lord Commiſſioner 


and 

the Great Seal, the Judges of the Bench and Common-Pleas, 
and Baron ot the Court of Exchbequ:r; Wilkam Earl of Sui, 
bury, and the reſt ot the G that are Commi 

the Draining of the Great Level of the Fexns, as by 

Parliament the 29th of May, 1649. 


The Humble PETITION of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
mon-Council of the D of Lon Norfolk. - yy 


SHEWET Hz 


ynn hath been, and is a very 


4 Navigation; and whereas they were informed that the Earl of | 
4 ford and his Participants have reſolved to ſet Sluices over the River Ouſe 
< by Denver, or thereabouts, which will utcerly Navigation at L 
ihe Countries unto which the River 


Spring. Tide; and the River of Ouſe being fill'd with the Flood twice 
ours, comes down with ſuch a force, having the weight of the 
upon the Flood, that it Scours not only the River of Ouſe, but Lyn- 
* Haven ten Miles to Seaward e that means our Haven 
« and Rivers are very Navi ble; if the Flood - Tide be not ſuffered to 
< flow as high as formerly ic hath done, doubtleſs our Navigation from Lenne 
4 to Sea, and from Lenne to Cambridge, and to other Countries, will be ut- 
4 terly loſt, and of no uſe at all; ſo that it will not only be the ruin of your 
* fPetitioners, but the Undoing of many in ſeveral Countries. 


THE T moſt humbly Pray, that there may be no Sluices ſet upon the Ri- 
ver of Ouſe to hinder Navigation; and they ſhall ever Pray, &c. | 
ALso, this day Mr. Mayor and Mr. Robinſon, reported the Anſwer of 
the abovelaid Commiſfioners to the ſaid Petition, which was to this Effect: 
THAT nothing ſhould be done to the prejudice of the Navigation of Lenne, 
and Cambridge; and chat if the ſaid Sluices were to the prejudice of Naviga- 
tion, they ſhould be pulled up again. 


nĩverſity of Cambridge, as followeth : 


A 


A Petition was alſo delivered from the Corporations of the Town and U- 4 


ELLE 
A Copy of a Petition delivered 
fiiverſity and Town of Cambridg 
for draining the gi 
terburgh, upon th 


SHEWETH, 


4 
af "0 
cc 


; whereby not only che faid U- 


have diſcha 
ro take the 


| we 
to bleſs Care and Juſtice, 
Wer your Juſtice, and to 


And your Petitioners ſhall, Ec. 


A Copyof an Order then made by the faid 


their ſerious Confideratian of the 


131 
ec e eee ee 
< Power gi ante to d U 
« and Town receive thereby. | ; „ 

A N D the Adventurers gave Security, chat they would not prejudice Na- 

| HAY ING theſe Aﬀuragces givea by Commilſoners, appoimed y 4 
of Parliament to be Judges between the Uaderakers and — Ke. 
ag Security from the Undertakers, the Corporation of Lenne and of 


tothe 


and havi 
the Univerfiry and Town of Cambridge could not avoid Submitting, tho? 
ing the Conſe they with impatience waited the Event. | 

A ND the Undertakers for the General Draining of the Feans to 
ere& Sluices, ( faith Sir William Dugdale) upon the River of Great Ouſe, near 
Salters-lode, beneath the Moutlis of all the Navigable Rivers that have their 
Courſe thro? the South Diviſion of the Fenns, viz. Grant, Mildenhall, Bran- 
don, and Stoke, that fell into Ouſe : Whereby the Paſſage of the Tide into all 
the ſaid Rivers, which were wont to be filled twice in every 24 Hours, was 
wholly kept out for at leaſt 26 Miles of their uſual Flow. 


The Adventurers executed theſe Mori, 

1. Contrary to all the Rules ef Draining. 

2. Againſt the Opinion of the moit knowing and Fadicions Artiſts of thoſe 
Times: Some of them averr'd, that it was impoſſible to Driin by Slices; and 
declared that the Uadertakeis muſt ia Time deſert thoſe Artificial Work, and 
Tmtonk the natural Rivers. But to fave the Charge of making and mainrain- 
ing ſuch Baxks, tho? had 95,000 Acres given to them and their Heirs for 


ever; to enable them te bear ſuch . — Dan and Siaices, 
and turned che. N: i ſtrait Conal.. » Nocros nf chow Corporation, 


er 
4 1650, ) the Majority bur one Vote. 5 
. lane Loe where theſe Slaices erefted, and the Tides them ſhut our of 
their ancient Receptacles, (via) rhe Rivers Que, Stoke, Brandes, Mildenhall 
and Graat, that they flow'd into beforc, and fd Twice in every T 
Four Hours ; which Quantity of Water, ia its Return back to Sea, 
lowed by the freſh aters, kept the River, Haven and Chanel open in the 
ſame Manner as the Tides and Freſhes keep open the Thames, 1 , and all 
I fay, no ſooner were theſe Sluices erefted, but for want of their uſual great 
Stock of Back Water to ebb through them, they immediately ſilted up from 
the faid Sluices quite to Sea. Infomuch,  _ 

1. That in Two Years time Ships could not Sail between the See and Lyzs, 
but with Sprize-Tices only: Whereas before the could with Neip-Tiges. 
2. Ia the Haves there was but the Depth of Two Feet at Low-water, 
| where Ships us d to ride in the Depth of Twelve Feet at Low. water. : 
3- The River between Lyzaz and the Sluice, had its Bottom rais'd with 
Sand Ten Feet High is Two Tears Time, and remain d fo, as appear” 
ing the River near Salters-lode, at a View 
in Preſence of the late Sir H. Hobart, Sir J. Turner, 0 ; 

hereof, there could be no Inland Navigate with 
then with flat Bottom Boats of ſma Burthen only ( where 
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thie be Inhabitants (ſtained Loſſes to the Value of 100,0c0 Pounds and up- 

to the utter Ruin of many of them, as the Caſe of the Land-holders 
ſet forth: — And the Petition of the Province Man- Land. and the Hundreds 
and Parts adjacent to the River Ouſe berween the Fenns and Lyzz, complain. 


I. I 22 
s Chenel, of Thewes, 


det > In ſhone Baur bead which wed 1 
e. do now by means it up, infomuch 
that the ” ſe ( which was before the Adventureſhi 


_— ER than the Superficics of the Fenns ; 
loods that deſcend the Hundred Foot Cut in Winter, and conſtant] 


open and oaturally main- 


y overflow 


the unimbank'd Sath Level, are hemm'd in and confin'd there all the Sum- | 


mer, and there ſtagnati ; great Part of that Diviſion of the Fenns is uſually 
3 Feet under Water at Wh 
Thus the Level of the Fenns which was before the Adventureſhip good and 


| profitable Summer Land, has long been, and is now by means of their Works 


drowned and impoveriſhed. 
| And the Adventurers have not only drowned the Fenns which th 7 under- 
land, 


took, and ſtand oblig'd to drain, but alſo 66000 Acres of Land in 
and che Hundreds of Freeride and Clackcloſe, that were before their Un- 
of greater Value than the whole Santb 


dertaking rich Meadow and 
Level of the Feas. | 


WE. 


The Petition of the Corporation of Rye to the Pol 
mens, A. D. 1701. 


RWS e, . . — 
1 2 bowr > nad goof — Four Miles, "and by the . 
thereof, the Harzes was &c Bur of late Years feve- 
ve Izned ſeveral Acres of Lend, which belong to the ſaid 
19 hve made Onls Wale Cr Opps 
which hinder the Tides from and Reflowing 
the abb (or Silt or Sea is ſtopped in the Harbour, ſo that there 
Fathom at Low-oater where there uſed tobe Seven Fathos ; - and 
rn worſe every Tear. 
In the Year 1721 the Harbeur of R was quite Choaked and that Corpors- 
tiow obtained an Act of Parliament for their relief. 
The At ſaich That for preventing the utter Loſs of the ſaid Herboar, 
it is neceſſary to open che ſame, and to let the Tide have free Courſe thro cer- 
tain Slaces near the ſaid Herboar calld Scotch Hat Sluice and Crevas Sluice. 


Hue 
Harbour; and have 


is not 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
Hiltry of dhe Anticat and proſe 
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Bookſeller in Cheſter. 


Þ, har che 


r Drake he Ron May be had of_Mr. Peter Petter, | 
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